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Observations on Case Particle Mistakes in Aphasic Subjects:
Focusing on the Case Particle “Ni”
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Observations on Case Particle Mistakes in Aphasic Subjects:
Focusing on the Case Particle “Ni”

Megumi MIYAMOTO, Yuuichi OOTSUKA, Hiroto IKEZAKI
Ryoji BABA, Haruhiko MURAO

A study was performed to determine the level of impairment of case particle “ni” polysemous
network structures in aphasic subjects. Particle fill-in-the-blank and sentence recollection exercises
using the case particle “ni” were given to aphasic subjects, and the results were analyzed and
investigated from a cognitive linguistic standpoint. For the fill-in-the-blank exercises, if divided into
four semantic categories (1. Target of movement, 2. Initiator of movement, 3. Location, and 4.
Subject of experience), there were higher percentages of correct answers for central semantic
usages versus peripheral usages for categories 1, 2, and 4. For sentence recollection exercises,
there were 84% for the target of movement usage (both “destination” and “recipient of action”
usages) and only 2% for the location usage. While structures for case particle “ni” in aphasic
subjects were relatively intact for central usages, it is believed that semantic category structures

change or become more difficult to activate as the usage expands.



