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The Act and Institution toward Memory

Yoshito MUKAI

In order not to make violent occurrences, such as war, pollution, and disaster, “there have
been nothing”, memory of the person who experienced it must be told. Then, the person who
survived the calamity becomes a <storyteller>. Moreover, the trace of a calamity is saved in a
museum and exhibited. Or the spot of a calamity itself serves as a holy place. Narration gives
the context to a trace and a trace carries narration. In this way, memory of an occurrence is
visualized by a storyteller and the physical trace in front of an audience. The story is a product
of encounter of a storyteller and an audience. However, the survivor cannot tell such a violent
occurrence that it is beyond in imagination, either. On the other hand, the audience may expect
to see the tragedy once again or to complement a model story. Then, the occurrence tends to
become a transient thing which does not make an audience's everyday life uneasy. The message
which a storyteller emits may be what does not receive the sympathy or the description by an
audience, either. However, the meaning with which a storyteller and an audience meet is just
visualizing such gap.



