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The Effectiveness of Cooperative Learning Using Dramatic Convention
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The Effectiveness of Cooperative Learning
Using Dramatic Conventions

Junko WATANABE

Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the effectiveness of cooperative learning whose key concept is to
convey one's meaning properly, using dramatic conventions. Twelve university students
participated in a drama course. In total, 14 lectures were held. After every lesson, participants
submitted papers on the contents of the class, their understanding of the contents, their
impressions, and so on. The word count and structural changes of every paper was analyzed. As
the course progressed, the average word count kept increasing. After the second lecture, the word
count of the papers was 310 words, while after the last one, it was 715 words. In particular, after
the seventh lecture, when participants were informed that they would get to act the drama in the
last class, the average words count of their papers rapidly increased. This means that the word
count of their papers was related to their motivation. Participants’ papers showed increasing
concrete information, logical descriptions, and improvement of text expression as the lectures
progressed. Throughout this study, students showed self-monitoring of their deepening
understanding of the course at every stage.
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