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The Clinical Clerkship System: a survey of practice
at our university and areas for improvement

Yoshiyasu YOZA, Atsushi DOI, Takaaki KUBO, Sokatsu YAMAMOTO,
Yoshihiro IWASHITA, Kazumi NAKAHARA, Makoto KABURAGI,
Syuichi JINGAM]I, Shigehito MATSUBARA, Junichi IIYAMA, Min-Chul SHIN

[Objective] To determine issues related to the Clinical Clerkship System (CCS) at our university
with a view to bringing about future improvements.

[Method] A questionnaire survey on the CCS was administered to clinical educators (CE) who
instructed students at the university. At the Clinical Educator Meeting, future improvements to be
made to the CCS were examined by group discussions of the survey results.

[Results] The recovery rate was 81.6%. The clinical practices at our university were found to be as
follows: using the CCS alone in 46.3% of cases, combining the CCS with the conventional system in
51.3%, and using the conventional system alone in 2.5% of cases. This suggests that our university
is going through a transition period toward using the CCS. Group discussions identified key issues
such as “comprehending students’ levels of understanding” and “how to encourage a proactive
attitude in students.” Many participants expressed the opinion that the discussions helped to
clarify areas for improvement that would be helpful in the future.

[Conclusions] We would like to continue working with CEs to improve the CCS for students and
CEs.
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