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Significance and Agenda for Rubric Use during Clinical
Occupational Therapy Student Internships

Katsuaki YAMANO

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to clarify the significance and agenda of rubrics with
students during clinical occupational therapy internships.

Methods and Materials: We disseminated a questionnaire survey concerning rubrics during
clinical internships to clinical educators who returned the surveys by mail. For students the
questionnaires were returned during their clinical placements. The results of this survey were
obtained from 28/36 clinical educators and 40/43 students.

Results: Of the educators, 22 responded that rubric items and standards were appropriate for
students in clinical internships. Additionally, 17 responded that it was difficult to assess students
secondary to uncertainty surrounding one or more items of the rubric. In the student survey, 21
felt students should be able to define how students should engage in internship tasks. Additionally,
11 responded that it was difficult to image what the educator make a request for the student, and
lack of consistency between assessment item and practicing in the clinical internship.

Conclusion: It came to be able to share between clinical educator and student methods and
outcome as clarification item and criteria. Additionally, clinical educator and student came to be
able to realize equitability of grade in the internship. On the other hand, there is little consensus as
to the significance and application of rubrics among educators, students, and academics. Academic
practices should facilitate mutual understanding about roles of rubrics.



