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Formation process of experience for movers from Shiranui coast
as Minamata disease victims

Yoshito MUKAI

Abstract

In the 1950s and 1960s, rural youths who had completed compulsory education en masse found
employment in the cities. They worked for low wages and supported Japan's rapid economic
growth. Around the same time, people along the coast of Shiranui Sea in Kyushu lost their
livelihood due to pollution from Chisso’s factory wastewater and the outbreak of Minamata disease.
These people also relied on their families, relatives, and acquaintances living in the Kansai or
Tokai regions to move. In 1968, the Japanese government officially recognized that Minamata
disease was caused pollution by Chisso’s factory effluent. A year and a half later, in 1970, the Japan
World Exposition, a symbol of economic growth, was held in Osaka City. The same year, in Osaka,
the members of the Minamata disease accusation group met people who had moved from the
coastal area of Shiranui Sea, triggered by the general meeting of shareholders of Chisso
Corporation. Then, people who moved from the coastal area of Shiranui Sea will eventually applied
to Kumamoto or Kagoshima prefectures for certification as Minamata disease victims. Around the
same time, they formed the association of Minamata disease victims living in Kansai. They
subsequently protested against the national government and Kumamoto Prefecture, which did not
recognize them as victims, and filed a lawsuit claiming state compensation to the court in Osaka.
This paper explores the transition in the awareness of those movers from Shiranui coast in this
case, based on interviews and other sources.



