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Significance and Agenda of Clerkship-Style Clinical Community
Internship in Occupational Therapist Course

Katsuaki YAMANO

Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this report was to clarify the significance and agenda of a clinical
community internship for occupational therapy (OT) students.
Setting: The students participated in a clinical community internship for three weeks at geriatric
health services facility, nursing home, day care department in psychiatric and/or rehabilitation
hospital, developmental support facility for pediatrics, etc. The clinical community internship was
structured as a clinical clerkship. It proceeded through three step (observe, imitate, and practice)
progress levels.
Participants: 87 senior OT students at one university while participating in a clinical community
internship were included.
Method and material: The checklist used for the clinical community internship has been uniquely
created by OT academics at the university. The OT students and clinical educator confirmed and
checked the progress levels along with the content of the checklist, and recorded dates of first
experiences on the checklist.
Results: The OT student who reached practice level of assessment the patient’s physical, mental,
and social functioning was 39.1%, and the practice level of activities for client was 65.5%. However,
the student who experienced practice level of client’'s house visiting, selected and facilitated the
use of welfare equipment, improving residential environment, job assistance was lower than 10%.
In understandings to role and practice of profession except occupational therapist, the student who
experienced object level of role of nurse was 85.1%, physical therapy and care manager was 54.0%.
Conversely, physician, dental hygienist and music therapist was lower than 5% each.
Conclusion: Our analysis suggests that the student’s experience item was limited in terms of
internship. These findings have significance to consider applicable term and content of community
internship.

Key words: Occupational therapist, Clinical internship, Community, Clinical clerkship, Checklist
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