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Deepening of thoughts advanced by dialogue
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Deepening of thoughts advanced by dialogue

Junko WATANABE

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to make a clear process for dialogue to deepen the thoughts of
students and find an effective way to use such a dialogue method in higher studies. A dialogue is
an exchange of beliefs or opinions. In dialogue, questions and answers are important tools for a
thought to deepen. However, a dialogue is often tied down with a fails sense of belief, such as an
assumption, and persistence to justify the error. If freedom of thought is lost in a dialogue, a false
view of the world may be formed in one’s mind. To deepen the thought is not to compare and
adjust to a different belief, but to have new ideas and perspectives. Dialogues with adequate
purpose and value can deepen thoughts. Such dialogues can be found in Socratic dialogue and the
Oxford Tutorial, which are activated by high-quality questions. To adopt the dialogue method for
higher education, the quality of questions in a dialogue must be considered first.



