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Language Development Clinical Education Laboratory Project
(Commonly Called the “Language Counseling Room”)
amid the COVID-19 Pandemic
— Clinical practice and graduation research
on the use of Zoom —

Maki NAGATOMO, Keisi TSUJIL, Saya TERAOKA, Kenji IWAMURA

Abstract

The Language Development Clinical Education Laboratory at Kumamoto Health Science
University (commonly called the “Language Counseling Room”) is managed by four faculty
members from the Department of Speech and Hearing. It opened in April 2018.

In 2019, the second year of the project, the faculty members provided clinical practices to
children with developmental disabilities, training, lectures, and advice at conferences. Students also
participated in observation of clinical practices and volunteer activities facilitated by faculty
members. It was a successful year for both faculty members and the students working to advance
the project. However, due to the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, these on-campus activities
were suspended for one year, starting in March 2020.

During this time, we were able to resume our interventions with one child who has a learning
disability via the video-conference system Zoom. As a result, it was possible for a student to
complete their graduation research.

By using Zoom during the pandemic, we were able to provide continuous support for a child
with learning disabilities, including dysgraphia, and to provide practical education for students by
staying connected with the child.

Keywords : Language Counseling Room, clinical practices, graduation research,
COVID-19 pandemic
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