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Possibilities for students learning through
school support volunteers

Maki NAGATOMO

Summary

In March 2021, when the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic on children was becoming clear,
we were requested by Kumamoto City Hanazono Elementary School to become school support
volunteers. Beginning in November 2021, as the pandemic was waning, students belonging to the
“Children’s Language Clinical Study Group” worked eight volunteer sessions, in November and
December (30 people volunteered), and four more in June 2022 (11 people volunteered). In this
study, we reviewed past volunteer activities and considered the significance and problems faced
by school support volunteers based on the results of a questionnaire survey of students who
participated in this effort. We determined that the significance of school support volunteers was
their opportunities to meet with children and learn how to deal with them. At the same time, both
obtaining information in advance from elementary school teachers about specific support content,
and ensuring opportunities to give feedback to participating students, should be included in future
volunteer programs.
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