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End-of-Life Care for Patients with Dementia in long-term care
facilities : Review of the Literature

We reviewed articles on end-of-life care in patients with dementia published from 2000 to 2010
to determine the primary concerns in this area. Key words searched included “end-of-life care” and
“long-term care facilities” A total of 22 articles were reviewed.

The following results were obtained:

1 . Most studies lacked information on the concept of end-of-life care and did not provide a
definition for this type of care.

2 . Four concerns were identified: issues surrounding end-of-life care in long-term care facilities;
the feelings of healthcare staff who deal with terminal patients with dementia; the thoughts
of the elderly people themselves in terms of end-of-life care; and the thoughts of families of
patients with dementia receiving end-of-life care.

Future studies are needed to determine the best approaches for healthcare staff and provision

of end-of-life healthcare to patients with dementia in long-term care facilities.



