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Effects of simulated childcare using an infant doll on maternal
nursing pre-practicum exercise:
differences due to the motivation to participate in the study

Yoshiko SUENAGA, Naomi HARADA

The purpose of the study was to examine the effect of practice that utilized a child care simulated
experience doll in the maternal nursing. The study focused on its effects on nursing students’ maternal
nursing pre-practicum exercise.

The participants were third-year students in 2007 who volunteered to take part in the study-“volunteer
group”, and third-year students in 2008 who took part in the study as a part of a pre-practicum exercise-
“required group”.

An emotion-toward-infants rating scale survey was conducted three times: before the simulated
experience, after the experience, and after the practicum. A questionnaire was also given after the
maternal nursing practicum. The results indicated that the volunteer group tended to have higher approach
feeling than the other group before the simulated childcare. However, both groups’ approach feeling
tended to increase each time they gained more experience in the childcare. By engaging in the simulated
childcare the required group’s avoidance score became similar to that of the volunteer group.
Furthermore, the simulated childcare was found to help students understand mother’s feelings, increase
their interest in childcare, and learn childcare skills.

All these indicate that the simulated childcare is effective as a part of maternal nursing pre-practicum

exercise.
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