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A Two Step Clinical Practice Education Program to Prepare
Undergraduate Public Health Nursing Students for Actual Practice

Yukako SHIGEMATSU, Keiko YONEMURA, Kacko KANETAKE,
Mihoko TAKAKI, Hiromi YOSHIDA, Masaru SHIKAGAWA

Abstract

Nursing education for entry level practice in community healthcare settings is challenging because of
required diverse knowledge and skills, complexity of inter-professional relationships, and community
specific problems. A two-step clinical practice education model was designed to improve actual practice
skills. The authors present key findings from questionnaire study. We gave two questionnaires to our and
analyzed their learning process in this education program. The first stage in learning is lectures and
followed by a preliminary practicum in the community, to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills learned.
The second stage is actual clinical practice training, in the community healthcare setting.

Key findings

1 The preliminary practicum give a better understanding of the collaboration of the multidisciplinary
professionals and organisations involved in the community healthcare setting, also the importance of
communication and organisational skills.

2 Lectures and the preliminary practicum are useful in learning how to assess community specific
problems and how to resolve them.

3 The preliminary practicum are good preparation for clinical practice training.

4 The preliminary practicum, students have a better understanding of their role as nurses in the

community setting,.
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