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Fair Play / War / Peter Pan:
The Decline and Fall of The British Empire
and Bourgeois Ideology

Gaku IWAI

Abstract

Peter Pan always behaves on the principle of being fair. The spirit of fair play was, however, not
monopolized by this boy who would not grow up; it widely circulated among British society at the beginning
of the twentieth century. This is because at the time of the decline of the British Empire, the spirit of fair
play was exploited to boost patriotism and the ideology that supported iraperial wars. Although Peter Pan
has often been regarded as a kind of archetype of eternal youth, and has been analyzed from psychoanalytic
or psychological point of views, the text Peter and Wendy reflects the ethos of the period at the turn of the
century. In this essay I shall analyze the text from the point of view of the time the text was produced,
referring to the anxiety embraced by the upper and middle classes who witnessed the decline of the Empire,
to the patriotic ideology produced and fueled by their feelings of fear, and to the contemporary educational
systems that contributed to the circulation of the ideology. These analyses will reveal the meaning of
creating Peter Pan and the Lost Boys at the beginning of the twentieth century, and how the feelings of
anxiety held by the contemporary British people are reflected in the text.

Key words: Peter Pan, J. M. Barrie, British Empire, imperialism, spirit of fair play



