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Stady of Dying with Dignity

Kikuko KAWAMOTO

Abstract

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare reported a study of terminal care in July, 2004. As it
indicates, people have a growing interest in terminal care. If people were terminal conditions with their
pain, they don’t agree about merely treatments of the prolongation. The term entitled “death with dignity”
happened to confuse because it began to be used widely from “natural death” to “aiding and abetting suicide
by doctors”.

In this article, America, Holland and Japan were verified regarding the use of the terms “death with
dignity” and “euthanasia”, and the meaning of dying with dignity was examined. In conclusion, “death with
dignity” was defined as “dying in a personal manner maintaining one’s dignity”. The author’s viewpoint
regarding dying with dignity is presented.
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