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Nursing Students’ Awareness:
The Demeanor and Attitude Essential to Nursing

Takako YOKOYAMA, Kumi UCHIYAMA, Sanae OSAWA

Abstract

In nursing, much of the nurse-patient relationship is based on the demeanor and attitude of a nurse.
The purpose of this research is to assess the nursing students’ awareness as to the demeanor and attitude
essential to nursing. Subjects of this study are first year nursing students attending Kumamoto Health
Science University, all who have just completed the “Basic Nursing Clinical Practice I” course. A
questionnaire survey was conducted and data was categorized using the Kawakita Jiro Method and
Noddings’ conception of caring based on a moralistic standpoint. The results of the analysis show that the
subcategories “kindness”, “consideration”, “respect”, “faith”, and “open-mindedness” were symbolic of
caring. For the most part, the nursing students awareness as to the demeanor and attitude essential to
nursing is in congruence to the concepts of caring. Further education to implement the concepts of caring
into nursing practice remains to be the logical next step.



