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Imperial Ideology in The Island of Doctor Moreau:
Decline of the British Empire and its Reaction

Gaku IWAI

Abstract

The Island of Doctor Moreaw by H. G. Wells (1896) has been analyzed in terms of the evolutionary
theories by Charles Darwin and T. H. Huxley, or has been interpreted as a Swiftian allegory. The critics have,
however, paid little attention to the historical contexts of the time when the text was produced. In this
essay I attempt to analyze the text considering the contemporary social and political contexts. The subtexts
for the analyses include The Darkest England and the Way Out by William Booth, Degeneration by Max
Nordau and the criminal anthropology of Cesare Lombroso. The focal points in this essay are the differences
of character descriptions in the first and the published draft, the symbolic meaning of the Western
characters, and the allegorical meaning assigned to the story. These analyses reveal that The Island of
Doctor Moreaw is a text which reflects various discourses on degeneration, colonialism and eugenics
produced at the fin-de-siécle Britain — ideologies produced and circulated for fear of the decline of the
British Empire.



