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Consideration of the Nurse for the Intervention
from the Religious Side in Terminal Care

Eiko TANAKA

Abstract

In my thesis, I examined into the way that nurses perceive and practice the intervention from religious
sides in terminal care by drawing a comparison between the results of investigation at a general hospital
ward and those of investigation at a palliative care ward for relief of care and analyzing the differences.

The result of investigation indicated that the percentages which men of religion take part in terminal
care in general hospital ward are 1.6%. This figure includes returns by people who answered they would
have something to do with it irregularly and ambiguously. On the other hand, full-time stuffs of religion for
care in palliative care ward for relief of care account for 14.9% of all returns. They, including part-time stuffs
and volunteers, represent 36.1% of all return. Furthermore, while the percentages of people at general
hospital ward who clearly agree with the idea that religion should be needed for terminal care is 28.6% of all
return, it is 53.0% at palliative care ward for relief of care. It seems that the one of reasons which led to
these differences between the two depends on whether they have the opportunity to contact with men of
religion for care at their wards or not.

Moreover, for the question that “you have ever seen the need that men of religion should be in hospital
for care”, nurses who answered “yes” account for 35% at general hospital wards, while nurses at palliative
care ward for relief of care represented 47.7%. It is found that the activity for the terminal care by men of
religion don’t meet the needs that nurses require in the present condition.
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