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About a Lecture Course in Kumamoto Health Science University
for Freshmen to be Exposed to Clinical Laboratory Technology :
Students’ Evaluation of the Course and its Effects on Them

Kaoru SHIMADA, Kazuko KOGA, Takatoshi MIMURA

Abstract

In the Department of Medical Technology of Kumamoto Health Science University, a lecture course
named “Introduction to Clinical Laboratory Science” is opened to give freshmen an early exposure to clinical
laboratory technology. This course consists of introductory lectures on clinical laboratory technology and the
actual operations of laboratory instruments, including educational visit to laboratories in hospitals. Of the
119 freshmen in 2003, 116 students received this course in the first semester. In order to know whether this
course was useful for them to get an image of medical technologists and encourage them to learn about
clinical laboratory technology, a questionnaire was conducted on those 116 students.

The following results were obtained.
1. At the entrance examination, studying clinical laboratory technology was first choice in 76 students. The
main motive of the students in entering this university was to learn laboratory techniques and obtain a
qualification for a medical technologist.

2. The lecture course was well organized and, on the whole, satisfactory.

. The course was useful for the freshmen to get an image of laboratory technologists and understand their
role in clinical medicine.
4. The course encouraged freshmen to learn further about clinical laboratory technology in this university.
As to these results (2 ~ 4), there was very little difference between those students to whom studying
clinical laboratory technology was their first choice and those to whom it was not.
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