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Introduction of Detailed Syllabus and an Encouragement of the
Students Who were not Confident to Their Ability to Chemistry

Tamami MATSUMOTO, Takiko TATEISHI, Misako UMEHASHI

Abstract

The situation in which high-school students spend their time less and less studying science, and the
decline in their academic ability to science, have become one of the major controversial issues. The students
feel that chemistry is their weak subject, and have become less active in studying it in the classroom.

The questionnaires on how much they studied chemistry at their high schools were carried out from
1998 to 2002 to the first-year students who belonged to the Department of Medical Technology of Ginkyo
College of Medical Science. The results of this survey indicated that the length of time they had studied
chemistry during their high school days was falling every year, and scores of proficiency tests carried out at
the first lecture each year were also declining,.

In order to support the students who were not confident to their ability to chemistry, and to give them a
better understanding of our lectures, we announced the plan of lectures beforehand on 2002 as an
experiment. This new attempt encouraged the students (29.5% to 77.1 % of all the students; 49.6 % in
average) to prepare for the lessons at home, and the results of the tests carried out at the end of each unit
showed the improvement compared to the previous years.
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